English

%

Takayama
Festival

The Takayama Festivals refers to
both “Sanno Matsuri,” which
takes place at Hie Shrine on April
14th & 15th, and “Hachiman
Matsuri,” which takes place at
Sakurayama Hachimangu on
October 9th & 10th.

The yatai (traditional festival
float) are registered as an
intangible cultural

heritage by UNESCO.

Takayama's castle town was divided into north and south, and during the
spring and autumn, ornate yatai floats were displayed. Among festivals
featuring a yatai float in Japan, Takayama's festival floats are well known
for their vibrant decorations and master craftsmanship.

The 12 yatai of the Sanno Matsuri and 11 yatai of the Hachiman Matsuri are representative of

festival floats developed in the late Edo period and have been designated as Important Tangible

Folk Cultural Properties of Japan. These spectacular events, organized by bureaus called

Miyamoto and Nengyoji respectively, are characterized by unique karakuri marionette shows
_and traditional music performances.

During the Sanno Matsuri, 12 gorgeous yatai floats are
on display. The Gojunko Procession includes tokeiraku
players banging gongs, lion dancers, and other
performances. During the Night Festival, the yatai are
returned to their storehouses after being paraded
around the festival area. During the main festival on
the 15th, the yatai are paraded again and follow a
mikoshi float which carries the Sanno deity to and from
the center of town.

The Hachiman Matsuri begins on the 9th with the
Gojunko Procession and a yatai parade, and all 11 yatai
are brought out for the Night Festival in the evening. On
the 10th, there is another Gojunko Procession and yatai
parade, conducted along with other activities before the
yatai are returned to their respective warehouses until
the next year.

/ /‘ A §
— ) AN AR
Spring Takaya ) algs

Sanno Matsuri

April 14-15th

Karakuri marionette shows are performed on
three of the yatai: the Sambaso, Shakkyotai, and
Ryujintai. Puppeteers breathe life into dozens of
puppets and captivate the audience.

You can only see the yatai up close two days a
year. The Kaguratai, Sambaso, Shakkyotai, and
Ryujintai floats are on display in the square in
front of the Otabisho, which is next to Nakabashi
Bridge. The other eight yatai are exhibited
between the Shinmeimachi and Kamimachi areas.

After sunset on the 14th, the yatai are adorned
with hundreds of lanterns and paraded around the
festival area. After completing the route, the yatai
are returned to their storehouses while being
serenaded with a special song known as “Takaiya-

Centered around the mikoshi, this event has been
conducted for more than 300 years, with lion
dancers, tokeiraku, and local community members
dressed in traditional formal attire called kamishi-
mo parading around the festival area.

October 9-10th |

On both the 9th and the 10th, the Hoteitai can be

found on the grounds of the Sakurayama Hachi-

mangu shrine, while the other 10 yatai are lined
‘ up down the approaching walkway. This is a rare
I chance to see the yatai up close, which have been
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designated as Important Tangible Folk Cultural
Properties of Japan.

Hachiman/Matsuri
\ P

The lone karakuri puppet show during the Hachi-
man festival is performed on the Hoteitai float on
the grounds of Sakurayama Hachimangu shrine.
Don’t miss the spectacular performance in which
two children leap onto Hotei’s shoulders, and a
banner appears from Hotei’s fan. Enjoy the
amazing skills of experienced puppeteers who
work behind the scenes.

Led by musicians and lion
dancers, a huge procession
of hundreds of people
including tokeiraku musi-
cians and guards in tradi-
tional formal attire called
kamishimo recreates a scene
from a historical picture
scroll.

This is a special event
exclusive to the Takayama
Autumn Festival in which
the yatai parade around the
. festival area, starting from
the approaching walkway to
the Sakurayama Hachiman-
gu shrine. By observing them
in motion, you can appreci-
ate the intricacy of their
construction and the beauty
of their calculated move-
ments.

On the evening of the 9th, you can enjoy the yatai
in a different way.

They’re adorned with hundreds of lanterns and
paraded around town before returning to their
storehouses, serenaded by the unique “Takaiyama”
song.
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+ Recording with drones is prohibited.
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