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The stories that tell our regional histories.

Japanese regional histories, traditions and customs,

have been passed down for generations through story-telling.

These stories have been designated as “Japan Heritage” by the Agency of Cultural Affairs.

+Times are approximate.

—

p =S In April 2017 a story in Takayama was also designated. \1
\ Many temples, shrines and remains in the Kofuku Basin tell the history oL
[ 7 2 E The tradition has
Welcome of Hida Master Woodworkers. Woodworkers of the Hida region Ry Pl
| to Kokufu! have been highly recognized o ot
for their skills since ancient times. (s, 16

The exceptional skill and
heart of a Hida artisan can
be seen in the festival floats
in the spring and autumn
Takayama festivals, the old private

houses, temples and shrines.

Their influence is felt in the locally made furniture,
Hida Shunkei lacquerware, Ichil Ittobori

wood carving and more.

Roughly 100 Woodworkers per year from Hida region

travelled to the ancient capital to construct palaces, temples L
and shrines. The capital was relocated about 20 times @ (Z"

Long ago a law existed
that provided some tax relief +
under a special condition; \‘
10 woodworkers
per village would be
required to travel
% tothecapital for
), one year of duty.
creating a straight line on wood using Indian ink and thread.
Ancient people must haye been impressed
at the sight of the Hida wondworker
devoting himselfto 0 this work.

Hida Master Woodworkers ‘
Seen in the poems in the 7th-8th century. 1
Ancient people composed Japanese poems describing
The Whispers ol the Ancient Master the Hida woodworkers. _
Woodworke rs are Callin 9 You! They are seen in “Manyoshu” the oldest collection of poems.
= One poem tells how a Hida woodworker put his heart into
¢ v 42
\ {iE

ToOsaka =

@Train (JR Takayama Line)

Ragoyaiers prsyBtiyans -Kokufu over 500 years. They worked more than 330 days a year. T"f W°°dd;”°’;!§’? ‘;’hz i
LcalTali 2 s And their food was provided by their home villages. T 0 e niractios
Toyama «++ssseees Hida-Furukawa + + Hida-Kokufu

the latest styles and trends
[ ko ETr/z- 1ok from the capital. &
\ ; 15 They contributed their labor

\ir L3 to construction throughout
Japan had built a reputation

for themselves.

Thour 15min. Local Train 5 min.

@Express Bus #Plesse use i Line,route s, ancltaxifrom Takayama o Kokifu.

Nagoya ++++++ Takayama Matsumoto +++-+ Tal % T s &
2hours40min. 2hours20min. e name "hida-no-takumi

Shinjuku Takayama Kanazawa ++++ Shirakawa-go +++ Takayama 8 became a word for these master
5hours 30 min. 2hours 15 min. Woodworkers.

Osaka/Kyoto «+++ Takayama Toyama +++- Shirakawa-go ++++ Takayama
Shours 10min. 2hours 25 min.

@Route Bus Takayama -+

-+ Hida-Kokufu 20 min.

®Car Although the conditions were severe,
it was an opportunity for them to display
- their talents to the fullest.
They also benefitted from being in
the capital, with exposure to the latest
knowlege introduced to the country,
Many splendid buildings were
constructed in the capitals.
Some remain today as the result
of their exceptional work.
Documents have been discovered
that reveal 40000-50000 Woodworkers
from Hida were engaged in this
work for about 500 years.

Hida Kokufu-Town of Japan Heritage N Al % Y rn s 1 3 £ ik "

Ichinomiya Junction - Hida-Kokufu

“Tokai-Hokuriku Expressway

From Toyama ++ege Hida-Kokufu
e Matsumoto «+s-+ Takayama ++3-+ Hida-Kokufu
Hiitumota

iU
Kokufu Region Office of Takayama City Hall

880-1 Hirose, Kokufu town, Takayama Ciy, Giu Pref. Post cord 509-4182
Tel.+81-677-72.3111 Fax.72-3851 E-mail kokulu.chikishinkou@cily takayama g Jp
Takayama City Hida Takumi Japan Heritage Promotion Council

2-18 Hanaoka town, Takayama City, Gifu Prel. Post cord 506-0009
Tel.+81-577-32-3333 Fax.35-3172

skilled Woodworkers
who remained in the
capital as they became
more popular,

while others

took the risk of escaping
from the hard labor.

There were _.ng 4
many highly
- At

201903



